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1 . AMBASSADORS HERE BEGAN RECEVING INVITATIONS YESTERDAY 
FROM CHAIRMAN OF BANGLADESH WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD "TO VIEW 
THE PRESENT RIVER CONDITIONS IN THE SOUTH-WESTERN PART OF 
BANGLADESH" ON A SIX-HOUR HELICOPTER TRIP MARCH 10 WHICH 

WILL INCLUDE VISITS TO KHULNA, BHERAMARA IN KUSHTIA, AND 
RAJSHAHI. FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS, EXPLAINING VISIT TO 
SOME OF MY COLLEAGUES LAST NIGHT AT DIPLOMATIC RECEPTION, 

SAID TOUR WOULD INCLUDE VISIT TO NEWAPRINT PLANT IN KHULNA 
(WHICH HAS ALLEGEDLY BEEN AFFECTED BY SALINITY PROBLEM AS 
RESULT OF INDIAN DIVERSION OF WATER AT FARAKKA) AND 
INSPECTION OF RIVER LEVEL AT HARDINGE BRIDGE. 

2. OBVIOUS INTENT OF THIS TOUR IS TO PERSUADE CHIEFS OF 
MISSION HERE THAT WATER LEVELS HAVE IN FACT BEEN 
LOWERED AS RESULT OF INCREASED INDIAN DIVERSIONS AND 
THAT HARMFUL EFFECTS, FOR EXAMPLE THROUGH INCREASED 
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OTHER GOVERNMENTS, IF PERSUADED OF THE FACTS, WILL HELP 
INFLUENCE INDIAN GOVERNMENT ON THIS ISSUE AND PROBABLY 
BELIEVES THAT IN ANY CASE THE VISIT WILL HELP IN THEIR 
PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE WITH INDIA OVER THIS DISPUTE. DEPARTMENT 
WILL RECALL THAT FOREMAN SECRETARY EXPLORED WITH ME ON 
FEBRUARY 23 THE IDEA OF GETTING MCNAMARA OUT HERE FOR SAME 
PURPOSE (DACCA 0921). 

3. REACTION AMONG CHIEFS OF MISSION WAS UNCERTAIN LAST NIGHT. 
AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER DIDN'T LIKE THE IDEA AND THOUGHT 
HE WOULD USE THE PRETEXT OF A RECENT VISIT TO KHULNA TO BEG 
OFF VBUT THAT HE WOULD PROBABLY SEND HIS DEPUTY. BELGIAN 
AMBASSADOR THOUGHT HE MIGHT GO, MAKING THE QQT THAT FACT 
OF HIS GOING WOULD NOT PREJUDGE HIS REACTION TO WHAT HE SAW. 

FRG AMBASSADOR DEPARTS ON HOME LEAVE TODAY BUT THOUGHT ONE 
OF HIS OFFICERS WOULD PROBABLY GO. BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER 
IS ON HOME LEAVE AND CHARGE IS OUT OF TOWN UNTIL MONDAY. 

4. 1 DO NOT PLAN TO GO, AND MY INSTINCTS ARE 
ALSO ON THE SIDE OF NOT SENDING A REPRESENTATIVE. APART 
FROM CONSIDERATIONS IMPLICT IN PARAGRAPH TWO ABOVE, I PAID 
TWO-DAY VISIT TO KHULNA ONLY LAST WEEK WITH ECONOMIC OFFICER 
BENEDICT. DURING WHICH WE LOOKED SPECIFICALLY INTO EFFECTS 
OF FARAKKA BARRAGE DIVERSIONS (SEE FEBRUARY 25 TRIP 
MEMORANDUM POUCHED NEA/PAB TODAY, LOU REGISTRY NO. 004546) 

AND POLITICAL COUNSELOR INSPECTED HARDINGE BRIDGE AREA 
FROM AIR TWO WEEKS AGO. SOME BDG OFFICIALS, WHO SEE US 
AS SPECIAL FRIEND OF NEW GOVERMENT, MAY BE DISAPPOINTED 
IF WE ARE REPRESENTED BUT I DON'T THINK THEY WILL BE SURPRISED 
IF DEPARTMENT HAS OTHER VIEWS, PLEASE ADVISE. 
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